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Ronnie receives the Queens Award on behalf
of The Seagull Trust

“This is a fantastic achievement for us!
Our team of volunteers have been work-
ing hard to accommodate our many
grateful passengers who frequent the
waterways on our specially adapted
boats and this recognition will provide
valuable momentum and exposure to
help us to extend our field of opera-
tions.” Chairman of Seagull Trust re-
flects on the news that the Trust has
been recognised with a Queens Award.

The Trust is one of only 71 organisations to

Rambling in Ratho!

In July the Forth and Tay Disabled
Ramblers had a ramble along the Union
Canal at Ratho. The day was in two
parts with a ramble along the towpath to
just beyond Wilkie's basin then a barge
trip on the 2 Seagull trust boats back to

win an Award across the UK this year and
one of only 9 organisations in Scotland.

All winners have been nominated by mem-
bers of the public who have either benefited
from their work, or seen the positive effect
on their community. The Award is only given
to those groups where volunteers are
judged to have regularly devoted their time
to providing an outstanding level of help to
other people.

To give you a bit of background Her Majesty
The Queen announced on 30th April 2002
the creation of a new, annual Award to mark
the occasion of her Golden Jubilee. The
Award recognises the vital role played by
the hundreds of thousands of ‘unsung he-
roes’ of the voluntary and community world
and emphasises the importance of continu-
ing recognition of their work.

The presentation of the Award itself was
made on August 2 at Edinburgh Quay.
The presentation was carried out by George
Grubb, Lord Provost of Edinburgh and Lord
Lieutenant. Many Trust members were pre-
sent and had an enjoyable day.

Well done to everyone!

See Back Page for More Photographs

Wilkie's Basin then returned
to the Seagull Trust mooring.
A most enjoyable day was
had by all and many thanks
go to the numerous volun-
teers who turned out to assist
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the Trust mooring at Ratho. The barges
sailed down the canal towards Falkirk

and to everyone at the Seagull Trust, Forth and Tay Disabled Ramblers
. aboard the Mackay Seagull
especially the two barge crews.
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Highland Seaguill

Splash ‘n Cellidh

Highland Seagull team were in-
vited by British Waterways to take
part in their Fun day - SPLASH -
on Saturday,24th June.  They
could not have had a better name
than SPLASH as it poured with
rain all day only giving up when it
was time to go home!
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The idea was that they would

carry passengers up and down
the locks at Muirton. It had
been hoped that people would
walk up to the top to get a lift
down. However the weather
upset this and they only man-
aged 2 trips up and no passen-
gers down. Highland Seagull

showed there musical side in July
when there was a performance by
Ceilidh Trail on board.

British Waterways booked a
ceilidh band to play at different
venues around

Caledonian canal during July and
August and Highland Seagull were

fortunate to have 2 sessions on
board. The photograph shows the
band performing to the apprecia-
tive EImgrove nursing home.

Ratho Branch News

Ratho branch continues to be busy with virtually 100% bookings for regular Monday to Friday cruises. They have
also been very busy with afternoon/evening and weekend cruises including one Sunday when 6 cruises ran - £220
donations received!

The demand for cruises outstrips the boats available and many of these ‘out of hours’ cruises are filled by groups un-
able to secure a regular slot .Dalgairn Day Centre in Cupar passed on £1011.73 from a sponsored walk by their staff,

clients and friends.

Scotsman Publications donated £505 from a sale of books that had been sent to the company for review.
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All Aboard!!
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Highland Seagull was built in 1975
for Jacobite Cruises and was origi-
nally named Jacobite Princess.
Later she was bought over and
became Abbey Princess running
cruises from Fort Augustus.

In 1987 she was acquired by the
Seagull Trust and converted by
Caley Marina.

She was officially named Highland
Seagull by Duke and Duchess of
York ( Earl & Countess of Inverness
as it says on plate on the boat) in
1989.

The vessel's length is 48 ft 3ins,

beam 9ft 8ins.

Highland Seagull can carry 12
passengers, up to 4 wheel
chairs. Cruising takes place from
Easter to end of September. '

She is berthed at Caley Marina &
who kindly supply her fuel free of
charge. Many thanks to them.

Up to the end of May 2007 she
has carried 20,575 passengers.

Anyone interested in booking
Highland Seagull should contact
Mrs Heather Smart at Fort Au-
gustus Local Office on 01320
366733.

Disabled Holiday Cruising -

Time afloat

If you want to know what it feels like
to spend the night on a canal why not
try booking the Marion Seagull. She
can provide holiday cruising for a
family or group, with at least one dis-
abled member, on a specially con-
structed residential canal boat. She
is kept at the Falkirk Wheel so cruis-
ing to Falkirk, Glasgow or Edinburgh
are all possible . The Marion Seagull
is equipped to sleep a party of six,
which is reduced to five if we provide
a resident skipper.

Unlike traditional canal narrow boats,
the Marion Seagull is three meters
wide and this gives a wide, spacious
and roomy feel to the accommodation
and the large picture windows make it
bright and airy. She is also wheel-
chair friendly as she is fitted with a
wheelchair lift to allow access.

In the lounge/dining area the lounge
settee can become a double bed,
there are also bunk beds and a fur-
ther convertible settee in the boat and
a skippers berth. She has two toilets/
washrooms and the shower is large
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enough to allow wheelchair ac-
cess and is fitted with a seat. One
of the toilets/washrooms can have
its layout altered to enable plenty
of space for the disabled person
and their helper to use the facili-
ties in total privacy.

The galley (kitchen to those of us
who are landlubbers) has a four
ring gas cooker with oven and
grill, a fridge and microwave oven
and there is ample storage space
for food.

Bed linen and crockery are all
supplied.

So why not have a cruise and re-
member if you don't feel confident
enough to skipper her yourself
(training will be given in steering
and using the boat) we can supply
a skipper and you can lie back and
relax as you enjoy the scenery.

To organise a holiday on the
Marion Seagull please contact
Falkirk branch member

Mr Peter Killeen,

Ben-Holm, Maddiston Road,
Brightons




The Queens Award Presentation—August 2nd What a Great Day!

..& a rather special congratulation letter!

FSTEN august 2oUuT

Dear Mr Russack

1 am delighled 0 congralulale the wolunleers and staff of the Seagoell Trust on being
amangst the rine Scoattish aorganissl ons ©owin the Oueens' Sward for Yoluntary Sendicae in
2007, The Award reccaghnises outstanding achievernent by volunlary arganisations snd is
made only to @ small number of groups across the United Kngdom aach year, The
sucoess of your Trust is thereforo 2 refleciion of the high gaality of the samvice you provide.
Ir. anahling disadvaniaged and disabled passengers bo cruise on the WUnior, Forlh and
Cyvde and Caladonian Canals and to traval through countryside that would otherwise e
. — inaccessible to thom, the work of 1he Trust 12 inwvalaahle. H s to the oredit of wour
The Flrst Mlnlster The voluntesrs that, as wall as providing this triendly and informatve sarvice thraoghaut the
sumrmer. lhey slso carry out mainte nance work on the boats over tho winter months.

Rt Hon AIeX Salmond This unique and prasticious Sovand s fitting recognition for the va'uable contribution that
membears of the Scagull Tiust make to local sg~vices, 1o imMproving the Hvas of our citizens
MSP and te enabling the more vulneranle members of cur communities.

Congratulations 1o everyone invaived.

Sends his personal con- A 4 R i S
7/

gratualtions v A
=

ALEX SALMCHD

R Hon &oax Salvnnd S
Sy endroa's House, Ragoent Road. Edirburah EH1 300G
Erlepacae: 45 FF4 1711
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